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Welcome to the arrival of fall —
that season of change and
reflection when the air turns
crisp, the leaves deepen into rich
hues, and the pace of life seems
to slow just enough for us to take
stock of where we’ve been. As I
write this, the trees outside my
window are beginning to shed
their summer vibrancy, and
there’s a faint scent of
woodsmoke in the air. Fall has
always been a time of transition
— the gentle reminder that
growth often requires letting go.
 
In many ways, the bankruptcy
court mirrors this season. Each
case represents a transition — a
turning of the page — as
individuals and businesses let go
of what no longer serves them
and prepare for a fresh start. Just
as autumn clears the way for new
life in spring, bankruptcy allows
for renewal through structure,
discipline, and faith in second
chances.

The falling leaves remind us that
change, though sometimes
uncomfortable, can also be
cleansing. 

Chair’s Welcome Letter
by Desirae Bedford

The process of financial
reorganization, whether for a
debtor or a creditor, is not an
ending but a necessary
transformation — a chance to
regroup, rebuild, and restore
balance.

And while the days may grow
shorter, the work of our
bankruptcy community
continues to shine brightly.
Through our shared commitment
to fairness, integrity, and
compassion, we help guide
others through their own seasons
of transition — ensuring that no
one walks this path alone.

As we move through the final
months of 2025, may we take a
moment to appreciate the
resilience that defines our
profession and the collaboration
that sustains our community.
Like autumn itself, this work is
both humbling and hopeful — a
reminder that even in times of
change, there is beauty, purpose,
and the promise of renewal.
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What is your favorite restaurant in Chicago and why?

My favorite food place is Cozy
Noodles & Rice in Lakeview! During
the pandemic, I was one of their first
customers back upon reopening. Chef
Tee was thankful, and his food is great!
Always happy to support a local small
business! Also, Chef Tee’s red curry is
fantastic!

Meet Andrew Carroll!
Semrad Law Firm

WE
LCOME

ANDREW

Hello & Welcome to
the 2025-2027

Bankruptcy Court
Liaison Committee

We’re pleased to introduce the members serving on the Bankruptcy Court Liaison Committee
for the 2025–2027 term. Each brings valuable experience and dedication to supporting
collaboration between the bench and the bar.

Each member was asked to share their favorite restaurant in Chicago — and why! 
Read on to discover their answers and get to know your committee members a little better... 

Favorite restaurant, Rosebud on
Rush, I enjoy pasta dishes.

Meet Erica Lindsay!
Lindsay Law 

WE
LCOME

ERICA



Portillo’s, because I’m never not in the
mood for it.

Meet Alex Whitt!
Law Office of William J. Factor, Ltd

WE
LCOME

ALEX

Wildfire!!! Why? Green Apple Martinis
and Bleu Cheese Crusted Filet
Medallions!

Meet Kerrie S. Mattson-
Neal!
CODILIS

WE
LCOME

KERRIE

My favorite restaurant in Chicago is
Monterverde because their
homemade pastas are incredible. I
always get the pesto pasta, which is a
staple on their menu, but I love that
they are constantly introducing new
pasta dishes to try.

Meet Madeleine J. Coate!
Robertson, Anschutz, Schneid, Crane &
Partners, PLLC

WE
LCOME

MADELEIN
E

The Weiner’s Circle. Why? It’s pure
Chicago entertainment and food!

Meet Frank J. Kokoszka!
Kokoszka & Janczur, P.C.

WE
LCOME

FRANK
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Meet Fiona Whelan!
Office of the Chapter 13 Trustee, 
Lydia S. Meyer

WE
LCOME

FIONA

My favorite food spot in Chicago is
Crisp on Broadway and Wellington. 
No frills Korean fried chicken. I don't
live in Lakeview so every time I go, I
order enough for three meals and I'm
always sad when I've gone through the
last of my leftovers. 

Meet Jennifer Velasco!
Office of the Chapter 13 Trustee, 
Thomas H. Hooper

WE
LCOME

JENNIFER

As far as favorite restaurant in Chicago
goes, there are so many good places
to eat! I don’t have as many options
where I live so I love the variety.
Whether it is a good steak, sushi,
Greek, Italian, Korean, Middle Eastern, I
am in!
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A NEW LIFELINE

To paraphrase Jane Austen’s famous opening line
in Pride and Prejudice, “it is a truth universally
acknowledged” that a debtor with student loans
can not discharge those loans in bankruptcy.
However, that may be slowly and slightly changing
for debtors with federal student loans, thanks to
the November 2022 guidance from the United
States Department of Education (“DOE”) and the
Department of Justice (“DOJ”). This guidance is
designed to streamline the student loan adversary
process. To be clear, this new policy applies only to
federal student loans and does not change the law
for student loan borrowers. Rather it establishes
guidance for settlement and stipulation of certain
facts to support discharge in the student loan
adversary process in the right circumstances. 

The Bankruptcy Code establishes that student loan
debt is not dischargeable unless the debtor,
through an adversary complaint, can prove that
this student loan debt imposes an undue hardship
on the debtor and the debtor’s dependents.  See
11 U.S.C. Section 523 (a)(8). Most circuits, including
the Seventh Circuit, have adopted the “Brunner
Test” to determine when student loan discharge is
appropriate. 

Under the Brunner test, the debtor has the burden
to prove all of the following elements: 1. Debtor
cannot maintain minimal standards of living if
required to pay the student loans; 2. Additional
circumstances exist that this state of affairs is likely
to persist for a significant portion of the repayment
period; and 3. Debtor has made good faith efforts
to repay the loan. See In re Brunner, 831 F.2d 395
(2  Cir. 1987).nd

FOR DEBTORS
WITH STUDENT
LOANS



This test had some unforeseen consequences and very few debtors even tried to discharge their student loans. Even if there
was a forlorn debtor, often the debtor could not afford an attorney to help navigate the adversarial trial process. The undue
hardship is proven by very fact-specific and embarrassing testimony. Importantly, a person does not feel that they are hopeless
and destitute because they are proud of their education. There is hope in the fresh start of bankruptcy; debtors do not feel
hopeless. According to an American Bankruptcy Symposium on Student Loans from 2015, of the 164,774 bankruptcies filed
nationwide in 2007, only 217 Adversaries were filed to discharge student loans. (In other words, only 0.1% even tried to
discharge the debt.)

Clearly there must be a better way to screen out the appropriate cases where the debtor should be entitled to a discharge of
their federal student loans. Therefore, the DOE and the DOJ established and published, in November 2022, procedural guidance
to stipulate when excepting the federal loans would impose an undue hardship. This would apply only to federal loans, but
would be applicable in both Chapter 7 and Chapter 13 bankruptcies. 

The debtor seeking to discharge their student loans must still file an adversary complaint with the court. Shortly after filing, the
DOE will provide the debtor with a loan history and ask the debtor to complete a sworn attestation. (The most recent attestation
was updated in May 2025). The DOJ and DOE review the attestation and may request additional information to determine if
there is undue hardship present. The debtor completes the 6-part attestation under penalty of perjury. The six parts are as
follows:

1.Personal information, 
2.current income and expenses, 
3.evaluation of the future inability to repay the student loans, 
4.prior efforts to repay the loans, 
5.assets of the debtor, and 
6.any additional circumstances that the debtor feels should be reviewed to support the discharge of the student loans. 

Most of these sections piggyback off of the debtor’s current bankruptcy petition. For example, section two listing the current
income and expenses is similar to the bankruptcy Schedules I and J. The attestation form uses the Internal Revenue Service
(“IRS”) national and local living standards as a basis. Even if expenses exceed IRS standards in a category, rather than being
disqualified, the debtor is given the opportunity to explain the increase. If the expenses are greater than the income, the first
prong of the Brunner test is met. If the debtor seeks a discharge under Chapter 13, the debtor should review and amend
Schedules I and J if income or expenses change. 

To consider future financial circumstances in section three, the guidance lists some rebuttable presumptions on when the
hardship is likely to persist. These include if the debtor is over the age of 65, if the student loans have been in repayment status
for at least 10 years, if the degree was not completed or the school where the degree was obtained is now closed. The guidance
also directs the DOE and DOJ to factor in if the debtor has a disability or a chronic injury that impacts income potential. Finally,
the guidance directs the DOE and DOJ to consider if the debtor has been underemployed or unemployed for at least five of the
last 10 years. 

The guidance then directs the DOE and DOJ to consider whether the debtor has tried to make good faith payments to the loans.
Making a payment, applying for loan consolidation, participating in Income Based Repayment (“IBR”) plans is evidence of good
faith. The counter argument to that is if there is evidence of bad faith (i.e. did they avoid paying even if they had the income or
assets to do so).    

After the attestation is reviewed, the DOJ may stipulate that all the prongs of the Brunner test have been met. The Assistant
United States Attorney will then work with the debtor’s attorney to submit a joint motion asking the Bankruptcy Judge to enter
judgment that the student loans are dischargeable, contingent on the entry of the bankruptcy discharge. It is also possible that
the DOJ may offer a partial discharge or other repayment options for the federal student loans. Typically, in a Chapter 13
bankruptcy, the Adversary Complaint should be filed towards the end of the repayment plan, about 6-7 months before the case
will receive the discharge.

In summary, there is new hope out there for debtors that seem overburdened with federal student loans. We, as debtors’
attorneys, have an obligation to inform the debtors of this new option and educate them on the process. It certainly can mean
the world of difference to be free of thousands of dollars of student loan debt and interest.

Mary Ann Leuthner
Prairie State Legal Services, Senior Staff Attorney
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FROM LOCAL HARVESTS TO NATIONAL HOLIDAY
Most Americans are familiar with the Pilgrim's Thanksgiving Feast of 1621, but few realize that it was not the first festival of its kind in North America. Long before

Europeans set foot in the Americas, native peoples sought to insure a good harvest with dances and rituals such as the Green Corn Dance of the Cherokees.

The first Thanksgiving service known to be held by Europeans in North America occurred on May 27, 1578, in Newfoundland, although earlier Church-type services

were probably held by Spaniards in La Florida. However, for British New England, some historians believe that the Popham Colony in Maine conducted a Thanksgiving

service in 1607 (see Sources: Greif, 208-209; Gould, and Hatch). In the same year, Jamestown colonists gave thanks for their safe arrival, and another service was held

in 1610 when a supply ship arrived after a harsh winter. Berkley Hundred settlers held a Thanksgiving service in accordance with their charter which stated that the

day of their arrival in Virginia should be observed yearly as a day of Thanksgiving, but within a few years an Indian uprising ended further services (Dabney). Thus

British colonists held several Thanksgiving services in America before the Pilgrim's celebration in 1621.

The Pilgrims, with a puritanical rejection of public religious display, held a non-religious Thanksgiving feast, aside from saying grace. In fact, they seem to have used

the three days for feasting, playing games, and even drinking liquor. In 1623, the Pilgrims at Plymouth Plantation, Massachusetts, held another day of Thanksgiving. As

a drought was destroying their crops, colonists prayed and fasted for relief; the rains came a few days later. And not long after, Captain Miles Standish arrived with

staples and news that a Dutch supply ship was on its way. Because of all this good fortune, colonists held a day of Thanksgiving and prayer on June 30. This 1623

festival appears to have been the origin of our Thanksgiving Day because it combined a religious and social celebration.

Festivals of Thanksgiving were observed sporadically on a local level for more than 150 years. They tended to be autumn harvest celebrations. But in 1789, Elias

Boudinot, Massachusetts, member of the House of Representatives, moved that a day of Thanksgiving be held to thank God for giving the American people the

opportunity to create a Constitution to preserve their hard won freedoms. A Congressional Joint Committee approved the motion, and informed President George

Washington. On October 3, 1789, the President proclaimed that the people of the United States observe "a day of public thanksgiving and prayer" on Thursday, the

26th of November.

The next three Presidents proclaimed, at most, two days of thanksgiving sometime during their terms of office, either on their own initiative or at the request of a joint

Resolution of Congress. One exception was Thomas Jefferson, who believed it was a conflict of church and state to require the American people hold a day of prayer

and thanksgiving. President James Madison proclaimed a day of Thanksgiving to be held on April 13, 1815, the last such proclamation issued by a President until

Abraham Lincoln did so in 1862.

Most of the credit for the establishment of an annual Thanksgiving holiday may be given to Sarah Josepha Hale. Editor of Ladies Magazine and Godey's Lady's Book,

she began to agitate for such a day in 1827 by printing articles in the magazines. She also published stories and recipes, and wrote scores of letters to governors,

senators, and presidents. After 36 years of crusading, she won her battle. On October 3, 1863, buoyed by the Union victory at Gettysburg, President Lincoln proclaimed

that November 26, would be a national Thanksgiving Day, to be observed every year on the fourth Thursday of November.

Only twice has a president changed the day of observation. President Franklin D. Roosevelt, in order to give depression-era merchants more selling days before

Christmas, assigned the third Thursday to be Thanksgiving Day in 1939 and 1940. But he was met with popular resistance, largely because the change required

rescheduling Thanksgiving Day events such as football games and parades. In 1941, a Congressional Joint Resolution officially set the fourth Thursday of November as

a national holiday for Thanksgiving.

Today, Thanksgiving is a time when many families come together, and many churches are open for special services. We have both Native Americans and immigrants to

thank for the opportunity to observe a day of thanksgiving.

THANKSGIVING

Drawn From: https://www.si.edu/spotlight/thanksgiving/history
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BANKRUPTCY ZEN ZONE

ANONYMITY-BASED 
SUPPORT GROUPS

Alcoholics 
Anonymous

Al-Anon Gamblers 
Anonymous

Narcotics 
Anonymous

Overeaters 
Anonymous

SMART 
Recovery 

MORE SUPPORT ORGANIZATIONS
Depression & 

Bipolar Support 
Alliance

Mental Health 
America

Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline

Drawn From: https://illinoislap.org/recommended-links/
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Margarita Ball
Thank You

Glenn Stearns for hosting the
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thank you for attending!

White Sox 
Outing

White Sox 
Outing
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Chief Judge Michael B. Brennan of the United States
Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit is pleased to

announce the appointment of Daniel R. Fine to a 14-year
term as United States Bankruptcy Judge for the United

States District Court for the Northern District of Illinois. 

Mr. Fine will assume his duties on January 20, 2026 in
Chicago and succeeds Bankruptcy Judge Donald R.

Cassling who will retire in January 2026.

Welcome Judge Fine!

Find the official press release at:
https://www.ilnb.uscourts.gov/sites/ilnb/files/NewsAndAnnouncementsAttachments/FinePressRelease.pdf

Happy Retirement
Judge Cassling!



RECONSIDERING LIFETIME TENURE
IN A MODERN DEMOCRACY

S H O U L D  A L L  F E D E R A L  J U D G E S  F A C E
R E A P P O I N T M E N T ?

In the United States, Article III of the Constitution grants
Supreme Court Justices, Courts of Appeals judges, and
District Court judges lifetime appointments, allowing them
to serve “during good behavior.” This structure, unique
among major democracies, was designed to safeguard
judicial independence by protecting judges from political
retaliation and shifting public pressures. In contrast,
magistrate judges and bankruptcy judges serve
renewable 14-year terms, a model that blends
independence with periodic accountability.

Now, as we stand on the eve of the reappointment of our
very own Judge Barnes, this national debate becomes a
local one. The moment invites us to reflect on the broader
system itself. If some federal judges are expected to
periodically come before a reappointment process, should
all federal judges, Article III judges included, be required to
do the same? And what would such a shift mean for the
future of American democracy?

The impending reappointment of Judge Barnes
highlights how meaningful and timely these questions
are for our community. Should federal judges continue
to serve lifetime terms as the Framers envisioned? Or,
in light of modern expectations of accountability and
transparency, is it time to reconsider the structure of
judicial tenure altogether?

This is an open conversation—one that touches not
only on the organization of the courts, but on the
health, function, and values of our democracy itself.

We invite you to share your thoughts, concerns, or
proposed reforms.

All responses will be published anonymously in the
Spring article.

Submit your opinions at ndilbclc@gmail.com.

We look forward to hearing from you!
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UPDATED CENSUS
BUREAU MEDIAN
FAMILY INCOME

DATA (FALL 2025)
In Part 2 of Bankruptcy Form 122A-1 and
Part 2 of Bankruptcy Form 122C-1, debtors
are instructed to “Fill in the median income
for your state and size of household”. This
information is published by the Census
Bureau, and the data is updated each year.

The U.S. Trustee Program will apply the
updated data to cases filed on or after
November 1, 2025.

Click here to find the table for the updated
median family income data for Bankruptcy
Forms 122A-1 and 122C-1
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COURT INFO
Customer Service (8:30 am - 4:30 pm): (312) 408-5000
ECF Help Desk: (312) 408-7765
Emergency New Case Filings: (773) 495-5842 & (312) 543-5460
Clerk of Court: Jeffrey_Allsteadt@ilnb.uscourts.gov
Emergency Judge: Honorable Donald R. Cassling

Click here 
for the 

2025 Court 
Holidays!

MISSION STATEMENT

U.S. BANKRUPTCY COURT LIAISON COMMITTEE 2025-2026

C O M M I T T E E  I N F O  B O O T H

The Bankruptcy Court Liaison Committee for the Northern District of Illinois was formed to assist the Bankruptcy Court and its
practitioners to create a more efficient and collegial environment throughout the entire Northern District of Illinois. To further that

purpose, the Liaison Committee publishes a periodic newsletter, develops local practice questionnaires, and sponsors educational
programs and social events to encourage interaction among judges and practitioners. Additionally, section 2.01 of the Committee’s

bylaws provides that practitioners may relay issues, concerns, or complaints about bankruptcy judges or the bankruptcy court to the
Committee – anonymously – through the co-chairs or any other committee member. The information will then be anonymously presented

to the appropriate bankruptcy judges for review and consideration under 28 U.S.C. § 154(b), which provides that the chief judge of the
bankruptcy court “shall ensure that the business of the bankruptcy court is handled effectively and expeditiously.”

 

Practitioners wishing to share any issues, concerns, or complaints with the Committee may contact any of its Members anonymously via
mail, email, phone, or on the Bankruptcy Court’s website.

Feel free to share any issues, 
concerns, or complaints
with the Committee at 

the Bankruptcy
Court’s website!

Connect with 
us on for the latest Committee

news and announcements!



COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Honorable Jacqueline P. Cox - Chief Judge
Honorable Janet S. Baer
Honorable David D. Cleary
Honorable Thomas M. Lynch
Jeffrey P. Allsteadt - Clerk of Court
Sharon Zurowski - Chief Deputy Clerk
Shenitha Burton - Assistant Operations Manager

U.S. BANKRUPTCY COURT LIAISON COMMITTEE 2025-2026

C O M M I T T E E  I N F O  B O O T H

Desirae Bedford - Co-Chair, Recovery Law Group
Mary Ann Leuthner - Co-Chair, Prairie State Legal  
Andrew Carroll - Semrad Law Firm
Madeleine Coate - Robertson, Anschutz, Schneid,
Crane & Partners, PLLC
Frank Kokoszka - Chapter 7 Trustee
Erica Lindsay - Lindsay Law
Kerrie Mattson-Neal - CODILIS
Jennifer Velasco - Office of the Chapter 13 Trustee,
Thomas H. Hooper
Fiona Whelan - Office of the Chapter 13 Trustee,
Lydia S. Meyer
Alex Whitt - Law Office of William J. Factor, Ltd.
Alex Wilson - Geraci Law LLC
Nathan Curtis - Geraci Law LLC
Angelica Harb - City of Chicago, Dept. of Law    
Glenn Stearns - Office of the Chapter 13 Trustee,
Glenn Stearns

Kenneth Thomas - Fox Swibel, Levin & Carroll LLP
Samantha Ruben - Dentons US, LLP
Thomas Hooper - Office of the Chapter 13 Trustee,
Thomas H. Hooper
Claudia Badillo - Badillo Law Group, PC
Derek Lofland - The Law Office of Derek V. Lofland,
LLC
Dana O'Brien - McCalla, Raymer, Leibert, Pierce, LLP
Lars Peterson - Law Office of William J. Factor, Ltd.
Neema Varghese - NV Consulting Services

ATTORNEYS

U.S. TRUSTEE’S OFFICE

Jennifer Niemeier - US Trustee's Office
Joshua Greene - US Trustee's Office
Suhey Ramirez - US Trustee's Office
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