
The Bankruptcy Court Liai-
son Committee is looking for 
practicing attorneys to serve 
on the Committee.  Several 
positions with two-year 
terms will be open for next 
term, beginning June, 2012.  

The Committee is composed 
of approximately twelve 
attorneys in private practice 
and includes representatives 
from the Office of the US 
Trustee and the Chapter 13 
Trustees. The Chief Judge of 
the Bankruptcy Court and 
several of his colleagues are 
regular guests of the Com-
mittee at the monthly 
meetings. 

The Bankruptcy Court Liai-
son Committee was formed 
to promote communications 
about court procedures, eti-
quette, filings and other is-
sues; to assist the Court and 
attorneys in creating a more 
efficient environment; and 
to represent a diverse group 
of bankruptcy attorneys 
from the Chicago area.  

Additionally, the Committee 
members develop, partici-
pate in and support educa-
tional programs concerning 
issues affecting the bench, 
attorneys, financial institu-
tions and consumers, includ-

ing providing support for the local 
CARE Program. The Committee 
also organizes and sponsors social 
events to allow greater interac-
tion between the Court and the 
attorneys who appear before it. 

If you are interested, please send 
a letter describing your profes-
sional background and any other 
information that may be helpful 
to the Committee co-chairs at 
their email addresses by May 4, 
2012.   If you have questions, you 
may contact current members of 
the Committee.  You can find con-
tact information for the Com-
mittee members under the link 
for the Committee on the Bank-
ruptcy Court’s website:  http://

www.ilnb.uscourts.gov/
bk_liaison_committee/ . 

 

 

 

Contact us: 

Co-chairs: 

 

Colleen McManus 

Carlson Dash 

cmcmanus@carlsondash.com 

 

 

Nathan Q. Rugg  

Adelman & Gettleman Ltd.  

nrugg@ag-ltd.com   
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Mark your calendars!  

The Chicago Bar Association 

Bankruptcy and Reorganization 

Committee is sponsoring a panel 

discussion with the new Judges 

for the Bankruptcy Court of the 

Northern District of Illinois: 

 

The Honorable Janet Baer 

The Honorable Donald Cassling 

The Honorable Timothy Barnes 

 

Chicago Bar Association 

321 S Plymouth Ct  

May 16th 

4:00 p.m.  

reception to follow 

 

The Liaison Committee welcomes 

the new Judges and looks for-

ward to working with them.  

http://www.ilnb.uscourts.gov/bk_liaison_committee/
http://www.ilnb.uscourts.gov/bk_liaison_committee/
http://www.ilnb.uscourts.gov/bk_liaison_committee/


The Cook County Treasurer’s 

Office (CCTO) is frequently 

listed as a creditor for both 

business and individual debtors 

in both liquidations and reor-

ganizations.  

How do you make sure that 

your debtor’s taxes are properly 

credited and the CCTO is effec-

tively notified of the automatic 

stay — so that delinquent taxes 

are not sold?  

Listing the CCTO as a creditor 

is probably a legally sufficient 

minimum, but providing the 

applicable Property Index Num-

bers (PINs) involved in a bank-

ruptcy proceeding is much more 

effective. 

Cook County tracks all infor-

mation about real estate taxes 

according to PINs, which corre-

spond to parcels of real estate. 

Simply providing an address 

will not provide prompt or ac-

curate access to a debtor’s real 

estate tax data. To more effec-

tively interact with the CCTO, 

it recommends that you disclose 

the PINs corresponding to any 

real property owned in Cook 

County by a debtor, which must 

be listed on Schedule A. The 

PINs may be identified on 

Schedule A (real estate) or on 

any other Schedule that identi-

fies the Cook County Treasurer 

as a creditor and provided to 

the CCTO. PINs can be found 

on property tax bills. The PINs 

are not required to be disclosed 

but must be identified in order 

to accurately determine a debt-

or’s real estate tax obligation 

and status.  

Another recommended practice 

for trustees and debtors alike, 

is to include the PINs, the 

bankruptcy case number, the 

tax year and the installment on 

any check or payment of taxes 

sent to the CCTO. This infor-

mation is critical to the proper 

application of the payment. 

Practice Tip:  The Importance of PINs 
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Be Alert for New Rules 

Amendments to Federal Rules of 

Bankruptcy Procedure 2003, 

2019, 3001,4004, and 6003, and 

new Rules 1004.2 and 3002.1 be-

came effective December 1, 2011.  

The full text of the new rules can 

be found at http://

www.supremecourt.gov/orders/

courtorders/frbk11.pdf. 

 

The amended rules make significant 

changes to the information needed in 

a proof of claim, such as including an 

itemized statement of applicable pre-

petition interest, fees, expenses and 

other charges.  When asserting a se-

curity interest against the debtor’s 

principal residence, the creditor must 

include a statement of the amount 

necessary to cure any pre-petition 

default and use new Official Form 

B10A, the Mortgage Proof of Claim 

Attachment.  The new form can be 

found at http://www.uscourts.gov/

uscourts/RulesAndPolicies/rules/

BK_Forms_Current/B_010.pdf. 

 

Comprehensive information about 

the status of proposed rules, includ-

ing how to comment or even suggest 

rule changes, can be found at http://

www.uscourts.gov/

RulesAndPolicies/

FederalRulemaking/Overview.aspx. 

 



 

questions about the 

process and implica-

tions of filing bank-

ruptcy. During the 

second session of the 

clinic, attorneys meet 

with individuals to 
review the clients' 

bankruptcy forms 

and questions they 

had while filling out 

the forms. The clinic 

LAF organizes a month-

ly two-session clinic for 

low-income individuals 

filing Chapter 7 bank-

ruptcy pro se. After a 

presentation on bank-

ruptcy during the first 
session, volunteer at-

torneys meet with indi-

vidual debtors to dis-

cuss their specific cases 

and answer lingering 

cycle runs once a 

month, though volun-

teers' time commitment 

is flexible. Volunteers 

must maintain a law li-

cense. Volunteers do 

not need bankruptcy 
experience and will re-

ceive training about 

bankruptcy basics for 

pro se debtors. 

 

PRO BONO OPPORTUNITIES :  

PRO SE BANKRUPTCY CL INIC 

unteer attorneys and 

staff help clients fill out 

forms, draft motions 

and answer questions 

about bankruptcy in 

general, or the client’s 

case in particular. Vol-

unteer attorneys must 

have at least one year 

of experience practicing 

bankruptcy law and 

maintain a license to 

practice law. The time 

commitment is com-

pletely up to the volun-

teer. Training is provid-

ed.  New volunteers 

are invited to shadow 

staff attorneys and ex-

perienced volunteers 

before volunteering. 

BANKRUPTCY HELP DESK AT THE FEDERAL COURTHOUSE 

Through collaboration 

with volunteer attor-

neys, LAF (Legal Assis-

tance Foundation) runs 

the Bankruptcy Help 

Desk at the Dirksen 

Federal Building. Every 

day, the Help Desk as-

sists up to ten walk-in 

clients who are filing 

bankruptcy pro se. Vol-

To volunteer for an 
LAF pro bono project, 
contact pro bono staff  
attorney Mara Block at  
312-347-8360 or 
mblock@lafchicago.org.  
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U.S. BANKRUPTCY COURT 

VOLUNTEER  

ATTORNEY PANEL 

Interested? Visit: http://

www.ilnb.uscourts.gov/

VAP/

Volun-

teer_Attorney_Panel.pdf 

The U.S. Bankruptcy 

Court for the Northern 

District of Illinois has 

formed a panel of 

volunteer attorneys to 

represent indigent par-

ties on a pro bono basis 

in discrete adversary 

proceedings and con-

tested matters. 

Judges identify cases in 

which a party would ben-

efit from representation.  

The Judge’s clerk con-

tacts a panel member to 

obtain representation.  

The program is limited 

to adversary proceedings 

and contested 

matters.  

¿Hablas español?  

Spanish-speaking  

attorneys are especially 

needed!  



The Credit Abuse Resistance Edu-
cation (CARE) program is a nation-
al, volunteer-based financial litera-
cy program focused on consumer 
financial protection and education. 
CARE volunteers go to high 
schools, colleges, churches, syna-
gogues, and community groups to 
talk about the key features of 
credit cards and student loans, the 
dangers of getting overwhelmed 
with debt, the smart ways to shop 
for credit cards, and good ideas for 
building or repairing credit.   

 

 

 

 

 

The local CARE initiative reaches 
thousands of people every year 
and has been well received by au-
diences throughout the Chicago-
land area.  The key to the pro-
gram’s success in Chicago is owed 
in no small part to the leadership 
of Bankruptcy Judges John Squires 
(ret.) and Benjamin Goldgar and 
the active participation of CARE’s 
many dedicated volunteers.   

 

The CARE program is especially 
grateful to the following individu-
als who have coordinated and par-
ticipated in many of the CARE 
presentations over the past sever-
al months: 

 

Alexis Gabay 

Alex Moglia 

Allen Guon 

Brendan Reardon 

Cathy Steege 

Carleen Cignetto 

Christi Childers 

David Hall 

David Leibowitz 

David Yen 

Donna Wallace 

Gretchen Silver 

Ira Bodenstein 

Janna Quarless 

Jeffrey Gansberg 

Jeffrey Schwartz 

John Squires 

Joseph Schorer 

Jonathan Brand 

Keisha Hooks 

Ken Morrison 

Liz Berg 

Mark Rasmussen  

Paul Bach 

Scott Alsterda 

Sharanya Gururajan 

Susan Pistorius 

Tom Springer 

Toni Dillon 

Zoran Balac 

One of our goals is to expand 
CARE’s outreach to more audienc-
es.  To do that, we need more vol-
unteers.  We invite you to become 
a CARE volunteer and participate 
in this rewarding program.  Please 
visit our Chicago CARE website, 
www.CAREChicago.org, which 
contains a number of PowerPoint 
presentations, videos, articles and 
other useful materials on credit, 
credit cards, and student loans or 
look at the National CARE website, 
www.care4yourfurture.org, which 
also has a wealth of information 
about the CARE program and fi-
nancial literacy. 

 
It’s easy to get involved! If you are 
interested in volunteering, please 
contact: 

 

Allen Guon, Esq. 
Shaw, Gussis, Fishman, Glanz 
Wolfson & Towbin, LLC 
321 N. Clark Street, Suite 800 
Chicago, IL 60610 
aguon@shawgussis.com 
312-541-0151 

 

Joseph Schorer, Esq. 
Kirkland & Ellis, LLP 
300 North LaSalle 
Chicago, IL 60654 
jschorer@kirkland.com 
312-862-2345  

 

CARE:  CREDIT ABUSE RESISTANCE EDUCATION 

mailto:aguon@shawgussis.com
mailto:jschorer@kirkland.com

